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Comprehensive  Plan  Issues 
 

Character Area: Established Residential 
 
Description:   Typically an older neighborhood having relatively well-maintained housing, possessing a distinct identity 
through architectural styles, lot and street design, and having higher rates of home-ownership. These areas are typically 
located closer to the core of the community and may be located next to areas facing intense development pressures.... 
 

Development Strategy:   Focus should be on reinforcing stability by encouraging more homeownership and maintenance 
or upgrade of existing properties. Vacant properties offer opportunity for infill development of new, architecturally 
compatible housing. Strong pedestrian and bicycle connections should be provided to enable residents to walk/bike to 
work, shopping, or other destinations in the area... 
 

Character Area: Parks / Recreation / Conservation 
 
Description:   Undeveloped, natural lands with significant natural features including floodplains, wetlands, watersheds, 
wildlife management areas and other environmentally sensitive areas not suitable for development of any kind. 
 

Development Strategy:   The natural, rural character should be maintained by not allowing any new development and 
promoting use of conservation easements.  Roadways in these areas should be widened only when absolutely necessary.  
Roadway alterations should be carefully designed to minimize the visual impact.  These areas should be promoted for 
passive-use tourism and universally designed recreational destinations. 
 

Goals and Policies: 
 
POLICY  3.10 ---- The community’s anticipated growth should be guided to occur in a well-integrated yet organized fashion 
which protects our community’s character and resources, promotes efficient 
use of infrastructure and transportation facilities, and supports quality economic development and a diverse population. 
 
GOAL  5:  LAND  USE ---- Protect community resources through efficient and compatible uses of land that promote 
opportunities for investment and growth. 
 
POLICY  5.2  ---- Available land should be utilized in the most efficient manner while focusing on redevelopment of land 
where feasible. 
 
POLICY  5.4  ---- Efforts should be made to ensure the community’s anticipated growth occurs in a well-integrated yet 
organized fashion, which protects our community character and resources, promotes efficient use of infrastructure and 
transportation facilities, and supports quality economic development and a diverse population. 
 
POLICY  5.6  ---- Future development should be encouraged to expand in areas contiguous to existing developed areas 
through sequential and phased utility extensions, infill, redevelopment, compact development, conservation, and increased 
densities, thereby reducing development pressure on agricultural land. 
 
GOAL  6:  NATURAL RESOURCES ---- Promote and protect natural resources and opportunities for recreation through 
public access and conservation.  A key component of this goal is the desire for community beautification of public and 
private land through behavior change to reduce littering and through an increased focus on landscaping maintenance of 
property. 
 

Planned  Development  Review  Criteria 
 
The following criteria shall be applied in evaluating and deciding any application for a Planned Development Approval.  No 
application for a Planned Development Approval shall be granted by the City Council unless satisfactory provisions and 

arrangements have been made concerning each of the following criteria, all of which are applicable to each application: 
 

(1)   Is the proposed development consistent with all the requirements of the zoning district(s) in which it is 
located, including required parking, loading areas, setbacks and transitional buffers. 


