URBAN SERVICE AREA (USA)
(Lowndes County)

In an effort to control the timing, location, and scale of new development and to avoid a
situation of “playing catch-up” in the provision of public facilities and infrastructure, the Greater
Lowndes communities have established an Urban Service Area, which is reflected in the
following Character Area/Future Development Maps.

An Urban Service Area (USA) is a geographically defined boundary that specifies where
the local governments will provide urban services, such as water supply or sewage treatment, in
the future. By delineating an USA, the community is effectively saying that it will support new
urban density development only within the delineated area. Promotion of the USA will
encourage higher density infill development within the boundaries, while helping to conserve
natural resources and maintain the rural character of areas lying outside the boundary. (Areas
outside of the USA boundary are often referred to as the Rural Service Area (RSA).

The USA boundaries delineated in the Character Area/Future Development Maps should
not be considered a projection for the long term. Currently, the USA boundaries are based on a
I-mile buffer from existing water and sewer infrastructure and/or plans for immediate
extensions. It is the intent of this Comprehensive Plan to ensure that the USA boundaries do not
conflict with the Service Areas agreed to by the Greater Lowndes governing bodies, within the
Service Delivery Strategy. With that in mind, the USA should be updated on a regular basis to
reflect the growth of each community’s utility systems in addition to any time the Service Areas
for each local government are amended.
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