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Why Lowndes County is Concerned
The Double-Edged Sword of Rising Values

- Increased assessments result in higher tax bills when reassessment growth is not rolled back.
While Lowndes County has rolled the millage rate back the last 8 years, not all local
governments/school systems have. 

- Lowndes County shares the concern of citizens with regards to assessed values.
The formulas for determining value are set by the State of Georgia, not Lowndes County.  

- Balancing inflation and the overall cost of providing services is a
  central challenge for elected leaders.

Due to millage roll-backs, Lowndes County is currently operating with the same dollar amout of
revenue in 2026 as in 2018.
Not only do citizens deserve quality services, service value equals growth value.
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Increasing Values

Post COVID, home prices
in Georgia have risen

101.4%.

Source: Construction Coverage via Zillow data
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Inflationary Impacts

Wage Growth vs. Cost of Living
While Georgia’s wage growth has consistently beaten the national median—often hovering between 3.5%
and 4.7% year-over-year—this has not translated to increased wealth for many workers. -Bureau of Labor
Statistics

Inflation: Wages have increased over 20% in nominal terms since 2020, but the inflation-adjusted real wage
increase has been essentially flat. -Bureau of Labor Statistics

Cost of Living: The cost of essential goods has jumped significantly since the start of the pandemic, with index
costs tracking up to 7.3% annually in recent years. -UnitedFORALICE

Living Wage: Economists calculate that a living wage in Georgia for a single adult with zero children is
approximately $24.21/hour, and jumps to $47.81/hour for an adult supporting two children. -MIT wage calculator
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Home Affordability

In Lowndes County, GA, the median household income is roughly $58,500 to $60,000, while the income required to afford
a median-priced home hovers around $60,000. While this balance makes homeownership theoretically achievable, local

wages often fall short of the living wage needed for households with children, creating a tight local market. 
-Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis

Wage vs. Cost Disconnect
While Lowndes County has a generally lower cost of living than national averages, stagnant local wages mean home affordability remains a
persistent challenge for many.
Median Earnings: Median household incomes in the area range between $45,000 (inside the Valdosta city limits) and $58,500 region-wide.
Living Wage: According to MIT's ⁠Living Wage Calculator, a single adult with no children in Lowndes County requires a living wage of about
$21.02 an hour, but for one adult with two children, that requirement jumps to over $46 per hour ($95,680.00 annually.)

Renting vs. Buying
Because saving for a down payment is challenging on average wages, many residents are trapped in the rental market. 

Average Rent: The average rent in the Valdosta area is roughly $1,000 to $1,200 per month, depending on the number of bedrooms.
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Policy Levers
What Officials Can Do

Homestead
Tax Relief

Millage
Considerations

Transparency Shift the Burden
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