
LOWNDES COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
MINUTES 

WORK SESSION 
Monday, August 26, 2019  

Commissioners Present: 
Chairman Bill Slaughter 
Vice Chairman Mark Wisenbaker 
Commissioner Joyce E. Evans 
Commissioner Scott Orenstein 
Commissioner Demarcus Marshall 
Commissioner Clay Griner 

Chairman Slaughter called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. 
  
MINUTES 
 
The minutes were presented for the work session of August 12, 2019, and the regular session of 
August 13, 2019.  No changes to the minutes were requested.  
  
FOR CONSIDERATION 

Beer, Wine, and Liquor License - Yogeshkumar B. Patel of Jay Ma Matri Inc., DBA Madison 
Package Store - 2603 Madison Hwy., Valdosta, GA 
Finance Director, Stephanie Black, presented the item.  Ms. Black stated the request is for 
consumption off premise, adding all requirements have been met.   
 
Adoption of the Millage Rate 
Finance Director, Stephanie Black, presented the item.  Ms. Black stated the millage rate is scheduled 
to be set at 10.938 mills with the County receiving 8.688 mills, the Industrial Authority receiving 1.00 
mil and the Parks and Recreation Authority receiving 1.25 mills.  Ms. Black further stated the rates 
represent a reduction of 0.126 mills, adding the required public hearing is scheduled for 5:00 p.m., 
the following day.    

Abandonment of Unopened Right of Way - Ivandale Circle 
County Engineer, Mike Fletcher, presented the item.  Mr. Fletcher stated staff has received a request 
from both property owners to abandon unopened right of way on Ivandale Circle.  Mr. Fletcher stated 
the county has not performed any work on the property, adding it remains ready for the Commission 
to make the initial determination.   



Transfer of Drainage Easement Agreement between Lowndes County and the City of Lake 
Park 
County Engineer, Mike Fletcher, presented the item.  Mr. Fletcher stated the City of Lake Park has 
requested the transfer of a drainage easement, as described and recorded in Book 1271, Page 301 
in the Lowndes County real estate records.  Mr. Fletcher further stated the drainage easement lies 
entirely within the City of Lake Park. 

Updated Title VI Plan for Lowndes County Transit 
Planning Representative, Molly Stevenson, presented the item.  Mrs. Stevenson stated the Georgia  
Department of Transportation and the Federal Transit Administration are requiring all counties 
operating a 5311 transit program to update their Title VI plan.  Mrs. Stevenson stated the update is 
before the Commission for consideration.  Commissioner Marshall asked if the update would carry 
the county to 2021, to which Mrs. Stevenson replied yes. 
  
South Regional Joint Development Authority Resolution 
County Manager, Joe Pritchard, presented the item.  Mr. Pritchard stated the Authority is requesting 
action by the Commission to appoint Mr. Jason Shaw as an at-large member.   
  
ImageTrend Service Agreement 
EMA Director/Fire Chief, Ashley Tye, presented the agreement in the amount of $3,000.00, annually.  
Mr. Tye stated a technology solution is required to connect the software used by Lowndes County 
Fire Rescue to the new computer aided dispatch system used by Lowndes County 911.   
  
Francis Lake Lift Station Pump 
Utility Director, Steve Stalvey, presented the request to purchase a new pump from Xylem in the 
amount of $49,103.25.  Mr. Stalvey stated the estimate to repair the pump exceeds the amount 
required to consider repair over replacement.  Vice Chairman Wisenbaker questioned the life 
expectancy of a new pump.  Mr. Stalvey stated they can last as long as fifteen years, adding the 
pump in question was struck by lightning.   
  
Peterson Road Lift Station Pump 
Utility Director, Steve Stalvey, presented a request in the amount of $29,689.20, to have a pump 
repaired by Xylem.  Mr. Stalvey stated staff is recommending the pump be repaired since a new 
replacement pump would cost $70,577.00.   
  
REPORTS - County Manager 

Dedication of Private Roads 
County Manager, Joe Pritchard, presented the Commission with requested documents related to the 
County's consideration of maintenance and repair on private roads.  County Attorney, Walter Elliott, 
provided a legal explanation regarding the options for moving forward if the Commission chose to do 
so.  Chairman Slaughter asked the Commission to review the information, adding it can be discussed 
in the future after some of the details have been further discussed.  
 
 



ADJOURNMENT 
 
Vice Chairman Wisenbaker made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Commissioner Orenstein second.  
Chairman Slaughter adjourned the work session at 8:57 a.m. 

  


